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Disclosure

Since Vietnam, The P

on Has Muzzled

The U.S. Press During Wartvme To Control

Public Opinion.

in

the Persian Guli. Soon after the
war broke out, Jacqueline
Sharkey, a professor of
journalism at the University of
Arizona and a pre-eminent
working on an indepth study of
Gulf War coverage.

Sharkey is no novice at
uncovering government smoke

S

and mirrors. She has won several
awards for her reporting on
Central America, including
honors from the Overseas Press
Club, the Investigative Reporters
and Editors and the Society of
Professional Journalists. Her
articles on U.S. policy in Central
America provided members of a
Senate Foreign Relations
subcommittee insight while they
investigated Col. Oliver North's
involvernent with the Contras. A
former Washington Post copy
editor, Sharkey was a Fulbright
fellow in Colombia and earned a
master's degree in the study of
law from Yale Law School.
e\ o
ity,
investigated U.S. military and
media relations during wartime
operations. Eleven months later,
produced a startling
110,000-word report, Under Fire:
U.S. Military Restrictions on the
Media from Grenada to the
Persian Gulf.

Sharkey talked about her
study in a recent interview with
The Weekly. Following are her
remarks and some details from
the study.
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Professor Jacqueline Sharkey’s research concludes that the and
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NEWS EXTRA

TW: Why have Pentagon
officials restricted media coverage
during recent wartime operations?

Sharkey: Censorship of tl:tr
during military operations
in the Persian Gulf, Panama and
Grenada is an outgrowth of what
happened in the Vietnam War,
where the media had practically
free access (o the battlefield.
Military personnel believe
negative media coverage turned
the U.S. public against the war.
So after Vietnam, the Pentagon
began o look for a way of
restricting press access to the
battlefield in order to control
public opinion. i
During the Falkland/Malvinas
Islands War with Argentina,

Margaret Thatcher’s government

allowed only a smal;lnumber of

reporters o cover the operation,

The media was confined on-board

ship and military personnel

reviewed stories and stopped or
censored interviews if they didn't

l\:k; lhe'llgp;‘r,e;finn 1h§:epuner
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the British public ey. As a result

overwhelmingly supported the

war,

W P}i:}it.ica! leaders in

ashington saw how effectively
the Thatcher government
managed the press to gain
support and decided tg u*public

of the same tactics in the m“m

U.S. military operation,

That opportunity in

the 1983 U.S. invasion of Grenada
where during the first two days of

combat, the a

and g
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coverage. Released in August of
1984, the Panel's report
suggested (that) the Pentagon
should establish a new
relationship with the press based
on mutual respect and
cooperation; that ground rules
and guidelines for media
restrictions be based solely on
considerations of operational
security and troop safety; and
that the Pentagon provide the
press with access to military
transportation and
communication facilities,
Because it's difficult for the
media to find transportation to
u;e balljt;]!'yt'ld in the initial stages
of any military operation, the
Sidle Panel also recommended
establishing a small pool of
reporters, the Department of
Defense (DOD) national media
pool, to be sent with the first
wave of troops to cover the initial
phases of a military operation.

w: Were the recommendations
of the Sidle Report upheld during
the U.S. invasion of Panama?

_Sharkey: The letter and the
spirit of the Sidle Panel were both
violated during the invasion of
g::nfem in December of 1989,

nse Secretary Dick Cheney

decided not to call out the DOD
national media pool until it was
too late for the pool to cover the
initial hours of the invasion.
When the DOD reporters finally
arrived in Panama, no
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